
 
 

Books for 6th Grade 
Make A Splash @ your library 

 
 

J Fiction 

The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle by Avi 

As the lone "young lady" on a transatlantic voyage in 1832, Charlotte learns that the 

captain is murderous and the crew rebellious. 

 

Wanderer by Sharon Creech 

Thirteen-year-old Sophie and her cousin Cody record their transatlantic crossing aboard 

the Wanderer, a forty-five foot sailboat, which, along with uncles and another cousin, is 

en route to visit their grandfather in England. 

 

Bird Lake Moon by Kevin Henkes 

Twelve-year-old Mitch and his mother are spending the summer with his grandparents at 

Bird Lake after his parents separate, and ten-year-old Spencer and his family have 

returned to the lake where Spencer's little brother drowned long ago, and as the boys 

become friends and spend time together, each of them begins to heal. 

 

Flush by Carl Hiaasen 

With their father jailed for sinking a river boat, Noah Underwood and his younger sister, 

Abbey, must gather evidence that the owner of this floating casino is emptying his bilge 

tanks into the protected waters around their Florida Keys home. 

 

The Pull of the Ocean by Jean-Claude Mourlevat 

Loosely based on Charles Perrault's "Tom Thumb," seven brothers in modern-day France 

flee their poor parents' farm, led by the youngest who, although mute and unusually 

small, is exceptionally wise. 

 

The Night of the Howling Dogs by Graham Salisbury 

In 1975, eleven Boy Scouts, their leaders, and some new friends camping at Halape, 

Hawaii, find their survival skills put to the test when a massive earthquake strikes, 

followed by a tsunami. 

 

Lizzie Bright and the Buckminster Boy by Gary D. Schmidt 

In 1911, Turner Buckminster hates his new home of Phippsburg, Maine, but things 

improve when he meets Lizzie Bright Griffin, a girl from a poor, nearby island 



community founded by former slaves that the town fathers--and Turner's--want to change 

into a tourist spot. 

 

Call It Courage by Armstrong Sperry 

Based on a Polynesian legend, this is the story of a youth who overcomes his fear of the 

sea and proves his courage to himself and his tribe. 

 

J Nonfiction 

Whaling Season: A year in the life of an arctic whale scientist by Peter Lourie (J599.5 

Lourie) 

John Craighead George is an Arctic whale scientist studying bowhead whales in Barrow, 

Alaska. He conducts his research in harmony with the cultural traditions of the Iñupiaq 

Eskimos, natives to the area, who have been hunting these whales for more than two 

thousand years. 

 

Shark Life: True stories about sharks and the sea by Karen Wojtyla (J597.3 Wojtyla) 

 

 
 


